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Welcome

Enfield Citadel Band and Bandmaster Jonathan Corry welcome you to the Amaryllis Fleming Concert Hall for our Annual Pre Contest Festival. This is the 
band’s 68th consecutive band contest weekend event and  Bandmaster James Williams MBE is in the unique position of having attended them all! Tonight the 
programme allows us to acknowledge the commitment and leadership given by Bandmaster Williams over the years.  

A feature of our pre contest festivals has been the quality of the soloists and the tradition continues this evening with Philip Cobb. It is entirely appropriate 
that as we recognise Bandmaster James Williams contribution and reputation as one of the finest cornet soloists of his generation, we have secured the services 
of Philip who is already recognised as one of the finest exponents of the cornet and trumpet in the world. 

We hope you enjoy this evening’s festival and invite you to join with us again this Sunday at 10am at The Salvation Army, Churchbury   Lane, Enfield when 
the band will be leading an extended musical morning worship to celebrate our band weekend.

Enfield Citadel Band      
                            
Enfield Citadel Band was founded in Tottenham, North London, in 1892, and soon established a reputation as one of the Salvation Army’s 
leading musical groups. In 1972, with the merging of two Salvation Army corps, the band moved to the residential suburb of Enfield.                                                                                            
                                                                             
In 1961, the band became the first corps band to produce an LP album, this recording ministry has been maintained with many recordings 
including our new CD and DVD ‘Faith’ available to purchase from the band tonight.                                                 

The band has been pro-active in promoting new works by composers such as Condon, Steadman-Allen, Gates, Ponsford, Trigg, Wilby and Farr 
– a theme that continues this evening with the performance of recent new works.                                                                  

The band has also travelled extensively with trips to Canada, Australia, USA and Europe proclaiming the Gospel and as recently as June last 
year enjoyed a very successful visit to Switzerland.                                                                                                   

A wide range of professions are represented by members of the band. All are united by the desire to use their talents in God’s service and to 
fulfill the band’s motto: Ad Optimum – to the highest.                                                                                                   

For more information on band news and other events please visit  

www.enfieldband.org.uk  
and follow us:

          @enfieldcitband 

Bandmaster Jonathan Corry
   
Jonathan has been Bandmaster of Enfield Citadel Band since January 2009, a role he feels privileged 
to undertake in Salvation Army music ministry. Originally from Belfast, Ireland, he was taught the 
cornet by his Father.                                                     

A graduate of the RNCM, he studied conducting with James Gourlay and around the same time, 
he was invited as guest soloist with Enfield Citadel Band. He was a semi-finalist of the European 
Conductor’s competition and worked for a year as Conductor with the European Youth Brass 
Band. Other youth work spans from SA music schools to rehearsal conductor of the National Youth 
Orchestra of Ireland.                                                                                                                                                 

Jonathan’s busy work portfolio includes teaching, adjudicating, playing and conducting. Recently he 
has worked with Camborne, Brighouse & Rastrick, Grimethorpe, Cory and the CMVS (Christlicher 
Musikverband Schweiz) Staff Band.                            

Jonathan is studying for a PhD at the University of Salford and lives with his wife Louisa in Pangbourne. He is Head of Brass, Bandmaster 
and Assistant Housemaster at Pangbourne College. 



Paul Hindmarsh   

Brought up in the Salvation Army, much of Paul Hindmarsh’s career in music and the media has focussed 
on aspects of British Music. After graduating from Birmingham University in the 1970s, he enjoyed a 
varied career as a singer, conductor, editor and academic.  His Thematic Catalogue (Faber Music, 1982) of 
the music of Frank Bridge has become the standard reference work on this composer. Paul has published 
widely on British and brass band music, preparing many new works by Bridge for publication. He has also 
adapted a number of theatre and radio works by Benjamin Britten for the concert hall, including Johnson 
over Jordan and King Arthur. Paul contributed the chapter on the brass band repertoire of the 20th century 
to The British Brass Band (OUP, 2000), and has written a short study of the wind and brass music of John 
McCabe. He is currently editing the complete works of the composer Wilfred Heaton, whose biography 
he is researching.

Between 1985 and 2006, Paul Hindmarsh was a producer for BBC Radio 3 in Manchester, working on 
a range of programmes with an emphasis on British, choral and band music. He began the BBC Festival 
of Brass in the early 1990s and is currently artistic director of its successor, the Royal Northern College of 
Music Festival of Brass. Paul was the music director of the famous Besses o’ th’ Barn Band in the 1990s. 

He has commissioned over thirty new works for the brass band medium, either through the BBC or the Brass Band Heritage Trust, which he founded 
in 1994.  Paul is features editor of The British Bandsman, consultant editor for Faber Music Ltd., and director of concerts for the Manchester Midday 
Concerts Society at the Bridgewater Hall, Manchester.  In 2005, Paul was awarded the Iles Medal of the Worshipful Company of Musicians for his 
services to the brass band movement. 

Philip Cobb 

Philip Cobb was appointed to the post of joint-principal trumpet with the London Symphony 
Orchestra in July 2009 whilst still only 21 years of age. 

Philip is a fourth generation Salvationist and comes from a family that is intrinsically linked with 
Salvation Army music making at its highest level. From a young age, Philip regularly featured 
as a cornet soloist, appearing alongside his brother Matthew and father Stephen, accompanied 
by his mother Elaine. However, in the ensuing years he found himself making more regular 
appearances as a soloist in his own right.
 
In 2000 he gained a place in the National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain, where he became 
principal cornet on a number of courses and won the prestigious Harry Mortimer award on four 
occasions.

As a student at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London, Philip studied with Paul Beniston (Principal Trumpet of the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra) and world-renowned trumpet soloist Alison Balsom. In 2006 he took part in the prestigious Maurice 
André International Trumpet Competition and was awarded one of the major prizes in the competition as the Most Promising 
Performer. While studying, Philip played in The Salvation Army’s International Staff Band and also released his debut solo CD, ‘Life 
Abundant’, in 2007, accompanied by the Cory Band and organist Ben Horden. The following year he was awarded the Candide Award 
at the London Symphony Orchestra’s Brass Academy also played with the European Youth Orchestra as principal trumpet.

Prior to leaving the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, Philip was already working with orchestras such as the London Philharmonic, 
London Chamber and BBC Symphony orchestra’s however by the time he had completed his Bachelor of Music degree he had 
already secured his current post in the London Symphony Orchestra. Philip has also played ‘guest principal’ at The Concertgebouw 
Orchestra. 

 Despite his heavy schedule with the orchestra, Philip continues to maintain his solo career and a continued interest in brass bands and 
has just released his second solo cd called ‘Songs from the Heart’ accompanied by the International Staff Band’.
He is also actively involved with the recently formed Superbrass, Eminence Brass and Barbican Brass ensembles. One of his other 
passions is film music and he enjoys the opportunity of pursuing this area of music-making with the LSO and also as a freelance 
trumpet player. Recent soundtracks on which Philip can be heard include: ‘Harry Potter’, ‘Twilight’, ‘New Moon’, ‘The Pirates’, ‘Shrek’, 
‘A better life’,  ‘Rise of the guardians’ and ‘Monuments Men’.  He was also featured in the recent opening and closing ceremonies of 
the London Olympic and Paralympic Games.
Philip Cobb is a B&S and Courtois artist



Bandmaster James Williams MBE

James Williams joined the cornet section of the band (then Tottenham Citadel) in 1944, whilst serving 
with the Band of Her Majesty’s Grenadier Guards. He set a remarkable record of consistency in his 
continuous service with the band as principal cornet, soloist, deputy bandmaster and bandmaster.                                                                                         
              
During his time as bandmaster, Enfield Citadel Band enhanced its reputation as one of the leading Salvation 
Army bands and became known throughout the world for the vitality of its music making. In 1995, he 
was awarded the Certificate of Exceptional Service in recognition of his service as bandmaster of Enfield 
Citadel Band.                                                              

World renowned as a cornet soloist, James has also been a member of the SP&S Band, conducted by 
Eric Ball, the Rosehill Band and the International Staff Band. He has travelled extensively as soloist, 
conductor and lecturer and has instructed at Salvation Army summer schools in Europe, North America 
and Australasia. For many years, he was involved in concert band teaching and conducting for a North 
London Education Authority.                                                                                     

Under Jame’s inspiring leadership, Enfield Citadel became the first SA band to perform with a contesting 
band when it shared the stage with Black Dyke Band under the banner of ‘Best of Both Worlds’ on the eve 
of the RAH contest in October 1992. He was at the forefront in breaking down perceived ‘barriers’ between SA and contest banding and the band 
has since shared concerts with many leading contesting bands including Fodens, Faireys, Leyland and Brighouse & Rastrick bands.                

James has always been held in high regard both inside and outside the Salvation Army and this was further enhanced as he adjudicated at a number of 
the UK’s most prestigious band contests, including the British Open. In 1997 this was formally recognised when he received the coveted Iles Medal 
in recognition of his long years of service to banding.                                        

Furthermore, Bandmaster Williams was appointed MBE in Her Majesty the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Birthday Honours list in June 2002 in recognition 
of his service to the brass band movement and The Salvation Army.                                                      

Although finally relinquishing the position of Bandmaster of the Enfield Citadel Band in October 2005, he still conducts the band when required in 
rehearsal and in Sunday services.                                                                                                                

In February of this year, the band were delighted and privileged to join with the family to organise an event for James to celebrate his 90th birthday 
with extended family and friends including many former bandsmen. Many tributes and birthday wishes were received from both inside and outside 
the Salvation Army and from as far away as USA, Canada and Australia.   Unfortunately it was simply not possible to send an invite to all who would 
have liked to have attended and similarly it’s not possible to publish all tributes received but we hope you enjoy this selection.

General Shaw Clifton                                                                                            
Bandmaster James Williams has been both my Army comrade and my friend 
since we first met and served together at Enfield in 1979. James was always af-
firming, always courteous, and always looking for ways to encourage others in 
their service for God. His 90th birthday was an ideal moment to celebrate his 
life and his abundant gifts placed without reserve at the disposal of the Master, 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
                                                                                                   
Richard Martin – former Enfield Citadel Band cornetist and current prin-
cipal trumpet of the Royal Northern Sinfonia             
James Williams is the finest Band Trainer I have ever worked with. I joined 
ECB when  I was eighteen years old and the next eleven years were an amazing 
experience plus a huge learning curve.  An icon of Salvation Army Cornet play-
ing, his care and encouragement were freely offered and gratefully received. 
Having been a professional  musician now for thirty years,  the lessons learned 
from this great man have  proved to be of inestimable value to me, almost on a 
daily basis.  Many thanks Jim.
                                                                                                                                                      
Lieutenant Colonel Ray Steadman-Allen – retired SA officer and renowned 
composer of choral and brass music                     
I am delighted to have the opportunity of offering a tribute - though brief - to 
Jim. He and I shared the leadership of the Tottenham Citadel Band back in the 
second half of the 50’s when Jim gave me magnificent support as my deputy 
bandmaster. Not only that but his wife Elsie and he met us and took us to the 
corps every Sunday until we secured local accommodation. His cornet playing 
was always superb; compellingly musicianly and often strongly emotional. He 
has therefore ‘led’ first performances of most of my works of that period. And 
then with that band, and its successor, Enfield, he has gained and occupies an 
international pinnacle of a reputation as conductor. It is my privilege to have 
him as a friend for whom I  have the highest respect and admiration.
                                                                                                               
Paul Cosh - former member of the BBC Symphony Orchestra and Profes-
sor at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama                 
As a boy in Dorset, my first recollection of James Williams is a visit to the 
Yeovil Citadel to hear the Tottenham Citadel Band in the early sixties. They 
were the first great band I had ever heard and they left an indelible mark on 
me.                                         
On leaving the Royal Academy of Music, I lived in Enfield and one evening 
I heard a band rehearsing at the top of my street. I ventured in to the back of 
the hall to find the Enfield Citadel Band rehearsing with James Williams at 

the helm. Thereafter I would occasionally pop in to listen to their rehearsals. I 
was struck by James’ attention to detail and his insistence on the importance of 
the musical shape. In lyrical passages, maintaining a vocal style was inherent 
in his music making. The other and most vital aspect was the band’s terrific 
intonation. This came from James’ quiet insistence that the band listen to each 
other. These three aspects, brought together by James Williams made them one 
of the finest bands in the country at the time, if not the finest.              

David Read – renowned cornetist, teacher, conductor and adjudicator  
I consider it a great privilege to be invited to pay tribute to James on the occa-
sion of his 90th birthday. I have a tremendous respect for his musicianship and 
great skills as a conductor and even before that for his great ability as a fine 
cornet player. Although admiring him from afar, up until then, I really witnessed 
his musicianship  when we adjudicated together three times at the British Open 
Brass Band Competition.  I could see then why he was so well  respected in the 
Salvation Army Music circles, his musical ear and insight to the interpretations 
of the music of the very difficult test pieces on those occasions, made our task 
that much easier. The Enfield Band’s recording of Eric Ball’s work Resurgam 
conducted by James Williams is in my opinion the finest playing of this work 
by any band in the world. I have heard many performances by great bands and 
conductors, none of them have been as inspired, or able to bring  out the soul 
as he was able t.  Best wishes to you James.                                             

Dr Stephen Cobb – Bandmaster International Staff Band                   
James Williams is a name synonymous with Salvation Army music making at 
its highest level. Whilst regarded as an excellent cornet player in his earlier 
years, it is as a Bandmaster that he is best known and revered. Consistency, 
loyalty, resilience, enthusiasm, determination, an abundance of ability, and 
yes, undoubtedly a spiritual dimension that is not often acknowledged, ensure 
that he will forever be regarded as one of THE outstanding music leaders that 
our movement has produced.
As the father of two cornet/trumpet playing sons, I will always be thankful for 
the influence and encouragement that he offered them when they were younger 
and came under his influence whilst members of the outstanding Wind Orches-
tra he used to direct. It is so appropriate that one of them - Philip - is one of the 
soloists here this evening, offering his own musical salute.

To Bandmaster James, The current ECB membership, on behalf of all former 
bandsmen and the many who have been influenced by you, would like to thank 
you for your unique leadership, loyalty and support over the past 70 years. 



Salvation’s Song

I Know a Fount

Prayer & Introductions

Songs of Ascent

Jubilance

Poem

Variations on Wondrous Day

Festivity

INTERVAL

Canadian Folk Song Suite

Happy all the Day

Never Give Up!

Dark Haired Marie

Bible Reading

In this Quiet Moment

Symphony of Thanksgiving

Festival March

Excerpt from Symphonic

Cornet Solo
Philip Cobb

Cornet Solo
Philip Cobb

Festival Arrangement

Cornet Solo
Philip Cobb

Trombone and Cornet
Double Quartet

Cornet Solo
Philip Cobb

Selection

William Gordon

Thomas Rive

Martin Cordner

William Himes

Fibich arr. Ray Steadman-Allen

Paul Sharman

Leslie Condon

Morley Calvert

Erik Leidzén

Eric Ball

Goff Richards

Captain Martin Cordner

Ivor Bosanko

Dean Goffin
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