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St John’s, Smith Square was again the venue for Enfield Citadel Band’s Annual Pre-Contest Festival
on the eve of the National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain. A feature of the Pre-Contest
Festival has always been the quality of the soloists, with such luminaries as Don Lusher, John Fletcher,
Ian Bousfield, Sheona White, Steve Sykes, Steven Mead, Roger Webster, Derick Kane, Philip Cobb
and David Daws gracing the stage with the band over the years. This year was no different, with
Christian Jaudes, one of New York’s first call lead trumpet players and a soldier at the Montclair
Citadel Corps, being the special guest. On a whistle-stop trip to the UK especially for the event, the
soloist displayed all the credentials that he is renowned for, in particular his stratospheric range, which
sounded right from the first few notes of Onward Christian Soldiers. There can’t be many solos that
feature a super C as the second note of the piece nor can there be many soloists who would choose to
warm up that way! One could sense the element of disbelief in the audience as gasps sounded around
the hall as the soloist let loose with a succession of notes rarely heard on a brass instrument. It was a
sign of things to come from, with little below the upper echelons of the trumpet range in many of his
solo contributions.

If the screaming trumpet was not to everyone’s taste, there was contrast in Enfield Citadel Band’s
contributions of Andrew Wainwright’s There is Peace, dedicated to the memory of former bandsman
John Hill, who sadly passed away last November after a long battle with cancer, Philip Wilby’s
beautifully crafted Nativity from …Dove Descending and Wilfred Heaton’s classic Just as I am.
Interspersed with highly informative insight from our compère, Paul Hindmarsh, whose customary
colloquial and anecdotal style kept the audience entertained, even if the microphone was not turned on
in the first half, the well chosen programme offered plenty in the way of substance.

The band’s main contribution of the evening was Ray Steadman-Allen’s tour de force, Victorian
Snapshots on Ratcliff Highway, and Bandmaster Jonathan Corry’s approach ensured that the sound
pictures created so adeptly by the composer were in evidence. Roger Trigg’s effective opener Almighty,
James Curnow’s highly popular A Psalm of Praise and Wilfred Heaton’s classic festival arrangement,
Victory for me, were other highlights. The band’s final programmed work was Peter Graham’s
Renaissance, which, as alluded to by Paul Hindmarsh, is the third in the composer’s series of major
works based on the songs of Joy Webb.

It was the playing of Christian Jaudes, however, that will live long in the memory, with his
contributions of Maria, This is my Story, The Green Hornet and Holy Holy Holy displaying exactly
why he has earned such a pre-eminent reputation in the brass world. In my conversation with one
bandsman before the concert, he could not remember accompanying a soloist and having to play louder
than usual as opposed to keeping the volume down, such was the power on display from Christian
Jaudes.

It was just left to the band to send the audience away in foot-tapping manner with their incomparable
rendition of The Red Shield, a mainstay of Enfield concerts over the years and an appropriate
conclusion to a thoroughly enjoyable evening.


